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FOR THE.

% STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA.
. Election on the Question of ^itii Adoption, on the

^ ^Fourth Thursday in August, 1S72.

9. Io ease of a vaoancy, d'uring the reeess
ot the Senate, in any office which is not elec¬
tive, the Governor shall, by appointment, fill
such vacancy, until the next meeting of the
¦ anate. wheu ho shall make a nomination for
such office, and the person so nominated, when
confirmed by the Senate (a majority of all the
senators elected concurring by yeas and nays),
shall hold his office during tho remainder of
the terra, and until his successor shall be ap¬
pointed and Qualified. No perscn, after bein»-

-. rejected by the Senate, shall be again nomi¬
nated for the same office during the same ses-

IjwLIi n"les3 at ,,le request of the Senate; nor
«na" -inch person be appointed to the same of¬
fice during the recess of the Senate.

-^he Governor shall have power fo re¬
move any officer whom ho may appoint, in
case of incompetency, neglect of duty, gross
immorality, or malfeasance iu offine; and ho
may,.declare his office vacant, and fill the same,
as herein provided in other cases of vacancy!

The Governor shall have poorer lo re¬
mit fines and penalties, in such cases, and
under such regulations, as tnay he prescribed
by law y to commute capital punishment, and,
except where the prosecution has been car¬
ried on by the Mouse of Delegate*, to grant
reprieves and pardons aft'ir conviction : but
he shall commnuicato to the Legislature at
each session, the patticulars of evfi-y e.-,<ce of
fine or penalty remitted-, .f punishment com
muted, and of reprieve ur pardongrar.-tjd, wall
his reasons therefor.

1.. J he Governor shall be commander-ins
chie. or the military forces of the State (ex¬
cept when they shall be called into the' ser¬
vice <.f tho United States,) and may cull out
the same to execute the laws, suppress insur¬
rection and repel invasion.

13 When any «ate offie,-r has executed
Jus offimal bond, the Governor shall, for such
causes, and in such "manner as the i,e"is|at<:re
may direct, require of such officii- reasonable
additional security; and if the security is mt
given as required, his officeshali be declared va-
can t,in such manner as may be provided bv law

14 Kjerybill passed by the Legislature'
Phall, before it becomes a law, be presented to
the Governor. If he approve, he shall si.m
it. and thereupon it shali beeome a law ; bid,
If not. he shall return it, with his objections,
to the House in which it originated. which
House shall ent.tr the objection* at l .rgeup..,,
Its journal, and proceed to reconsider H 'if
alter such recon.-ider;ilion, a innj iri:v of the
members eb-. t-l to lh:.t House agn-e to ,.a,s
the bill, it shall he sent. together with the ob¬
jections. to the oil.or House, by which it shall
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by
a majority "f the members elected lo th.,"t
House, it shall b-eonie a law, no.w tiistanding
the objections .f the (invert,or. K it in all
Toich cases tlo: vote of cach house .-hail be
.d.-termioed bv y,..,.- ri8T>.. t. b. e.t..r(vl
on the journal. Any bill which shall n< ? be
"returned by the f;overnor within five ,|,- s

(Sundays exce, ted) a!-cr it >hall have he'-n
presen'e.l f,. him Modi be a law, in like man-
tier as if he had signed it, unless the Legis¬
lature shall, by their adjournment, prevent its
return, in which ease it shall be fih-d with
ins objections, in the . tJiee of the Sw.rrtarv
of St.te within five .lays after tuch adjourn-
liient or bcconie a law.

15 ].] very bili passed bribe Legislature
making appropriations of money, embracing
distinct items, shall. I.ef. re it bee.,in, s a iaw,
t>e presented to the Governor; if be disap¬
prove the bill, or any item or appropriation
'therein contained, he shall communicate such
disapproval, w.th bis reasons therefor, lo the
House in which the bill originat.-d ; but all
items not disapproved shall have the. force and
affect of law, according to the original pro-
Visions of the lull. Any item or items so dis-
approved shall be void-, unless repassed by a

majority of each House, according to the rules
and limitations prescribed in the preceding
-Bection in reference to other biils.

10. In case of the death, conviction f>n im¬
peachment, failure to qualify, resignation, or
other disability of the Governor, the Piesi-
ent of the Senate shall act as Governor until

the vacancy is filled or the disability removed .

and if the President of the Senate, for any of
the above named cause?., shall beeome incap-
able of performing the duties of Governor,
the same shall devolve upou the Speaker of
tho House of Delegates; and in all other
cases, where there is no one to act as Gover¬
nor, one shall be chosen by joint vote of the
Legislature. Whenever a vacancy shall oc¬
cur iu the office of Governor, before the first
three years of the term shall have expired a
new election for Governor shall take place'to
fill the vacancy.

17. If the office of Auditor, Treasurer
State Superintendent of Free Schools, or At¬
torney General, shall become vacant by death,
resignation or otherwise, it shall be the duty
of the Governor, to fill the same by appoint¬
ment, and the appointee shall bold bis office
until his successor shall be elcctcd and qualified',
in such manner as may be provided by law.

The subordinate officers of the Executive
Department, and the officers of all public iu
stitutions of the State, shall keep an account
of all moneys received or disbursed by them
respectively, from all sources, and for every
Bcrvice performed, and make a setni-anuual
report thereof to the Governor, under oath or

affirmation, and any officer who shall wilfully
make a false repoit, shall be deemed guilty of
perjury.

J

18. The subordinate officers of the Execu-
tira Department, and the officers of all the
public institutions of the State, shall, at least
ten days preceding each regular session of* the
Legislature, severally, report to tho Governor,
who shall transmit such report to tho Lcgisla'
ture, anil the Governor may at any time re¬

quire information in writing, under oath, from
the officers of hts department, and all officers
and managers of State institutions, upou anysubject relating to the condition, managementand expenses of their respective offices.

19. 1 he Governor shall receive lor his
services a salary of twenty-seven hundred
dollars per annum, and no additional emolu¬
ment allowance, or perquisite, shall bo paid
or made to him, on auy account. Any person
acting as Governor, shall receivc the emolu¬
ments of that office.
Tho Secretary of Stafe shall receive one

thousand ; the State Superintendent of Free
Schools, fifteen hundred ; tho Treasurer, four-

teen hundred ; the Auditor, two thousand .

and the Attorney Goneral, thirteen hundred
dollars per annum ; and no additional etnoiu-
tnent or allowance, except as herein otherwise
provided, shall Jin paid or mado out of the
1 reasnry of the State to any of the foregoing
eic'ft&'trvo officers, on any account.

ARTICLE VIII.
JUDICIARY IJKl'.ViiTAIEXT.

1. The judicial power shall bo vested in a

Shpretne Couit of Appeals and in Circuit
'Courts and the Judges thereof; in County
and Corporation Courts, aud in Justices of
the Peace.

SUPREME COURT-OF APPEALS."
2. The Supreme Court of App3als sball

consist of four judges, any three of whom
shall he a quorum. They shall be electod by
the voters of the State, and shall"hold their
office for the term of twelve ye£r.«, unless
sooner removed, in the manner prescribed by
this Constitution-, except that of those first
elected, two to be designated by lot. in such
manner as they may determine, and in the
presence of the Governor, shall hold their
offices for four years; athird, to bo de¬
signated in like manner, for eight years, and
t ie fourth, for twelve years ; so that one or
more shall be elected evrry foQr years.

3. It shall have original jurisdiction in
cases of Itabcas corpus, mnmiamns and pro-
hioition. It shall have appellate jurisdiction
in Civil cases, where the matter in cotrtrover-
sy, exclusive of costs, is of greater value or
amount than one hundred dollars; in contro¬
versies concerning the title of boundaries of
land the probate of wills, the appointment or

qualification of a personal representative,guardian, commi:t»e or curator; "or concern-
log a mill roadway, ferry, or landiug; or
the right of a corporation, or county to levyto.Is or taxes ; and, also, in case of quo tear-
ra.to, habeas corpus, mantlamns aud pro/it-
Int.,on, and in cases involving freedom or the
constitutionality of a law. It shall have ap¬

pelate jurisdiction, in criminal cases, where
there has Keen a conviction for felony or mis-
demeanor, in a Circuit Court, and where a
conviction has been had in any inferior court
ami been affirmed in a Circuit Court,

i 4. No decision rendered by the Supreme
Court of Appeals, shall he cosidered as bind¬
ing authority upon any of the Inferior courts
of this State, except in the particular case
decided, unless such decision is concurred in
bv at least three judges of said couit.

^ lien a judgment or decree is reversed,
or ;. (filmed, by the .Supreme Court of Appeals!
every point fairly arising upon the record of
toe case-, shall be considered, and decided-
and the reasons therefor shall bo concisely
St; ted in writing, am] preserved with tho
record of tho case ; and it shall be the duty
of the court to prepare a syllabus of the
P'riots M.juriicaied in each case concurred in
by throe, of the judges thereof, which Shall bo
prr-fixed t > the published report of the case.

'i A writ of error, Rupcr»edeas. or appeal
sha.l be allowed only by the Supreme Court
of Appeals, or a Judge thereof, or by a
J udge of Oirc lit Court upon a petition" as-

error in the. judgment, or proceedings
o

.

"lienor court, and then only alter the
said ( otirt or Judge shall have examined and
considered the record and assignment of er¬
ror--, ami is sa'!*fi.;d that there is error in the
fame, or that it presents a paint proper for the
consideration of the Court of Appeals.

i If a vacancy shall occur in said Court
from any cause, tho Governor shall issue a
wrtt of election, to fill such vacancy for the
residue of the term . />roei,lc<7, That if the
unexpired term, be^ss than two years, the
Governor shall appoint a judge to fill such
vacancy.

8. The officers of the Supreme Court of
Appeals, except the Reporter, shall bo ap¬
pointed by tho Court, or, iu vacation, by the
Judges thereof, with the power of removal ;
their duties and compensation shall bo pre¬
scribed by law.

^

9 There shall be at least two terms of the
Court of Appeals held annually, at such
times and places, as may be prescribed by law.

CIRCUIT COlJHTn.
10. I he State shall be divided into nine

circuits; for each circuit a Judge shall bo
elected by the voters thereof, who shall hold
his office for the term of eight years, unless
S;K""-T removed, in the manner prescribed bvthis Constitution. During his continuance in
oi.ice, he shall reside in the circuit of which
he is the Judge.

11. A Circuit Court shall be held in every
county, twice a year. Hut provision may be
made by law for special terms ; and a jud-o
"! :,,,y <^>reuit may hold the Court in another
circuit.

'. ''!0 Circuit Courts shall have the su¬
pervision of all proceedings, heforo the County
Courts and other inferior tribunals, by man-
aamtis,prohibition or certiorari. They shall
except in cases confided by this Constitution'
exclusively to some other tribunal, havo
original, and general jurisdiction of all mat¬
ters at law, where the amount in controversy
exclusive of interest, exceeds fifty dollars ; in

j cases of quo warranto, habeas corpus, man-
danutSj or prohibition; and in all cases of
equity, and of all felonies and misdemeanors
i hey shall have appellate jurisdiction, upon
petition and assignment of error, in all cases
of judgments decrees, and final orders, ren-
deieu by the County Court, and such other
inferior courts of record as may be hereafter
Cstaolishtu by law, under the provisions of
this article,.where the matter in controversy
exclusive *it,f costs is of greater value o^
amount, that twenty dollars ; in controversies
respecting the title or boundaries of land;
the probate of wills, the. appointment or

qualification of a personal representative,
guardian committee or curator; or concern¬

ing a mill, road, way, ferry or landing, or the
right of a corporation or county to levy tolls
or taxes; and also in cases of habeas corpus,
quo war,-auto, maminimis, prohibition and
certiorari, and in cases involving freedom or
the constitutionality of a law ; and in all cases
of conviction, under criminal prosecutions in
said court. It shall have sueh other original
jurisdiction as may by prescribed t.y law.

lo. 1 ho legislature may authorize, by
general law, any indictment for a misdemean¬
or found by the grand jury of auy Circuit
Court, to be certified by said Court, to tho
County Court of the county in which tho
indictment shall be found, for further pro¬
ceedings to bo had thereon, in such manner,
and under sucli regulations as may be pre-
scribed by law.

14. The State sliall bo arranged into the
following circuits : The counties of Hancock,
Brooke, Ohio and Marshall shall constitute
the first circuit; tho counties of Wetzel,

J Marion. Monongalia, Taylor, Doddridge and

Harrison, the second ¦ the counties of Jef¬
ferson, Berkeley and Morgan, the third ; tbo
counties ol-IIampshire, Mineral, Grant.
Ilardy and Pendlotoo> the fourth; the coun-
ties of Tyler, Pleasant*, Ritchie, Wood, Wirt
and Calhoun the fifth ; the countics of lvau-
dolph, Tucker, Barbour, Lewis, Webster,
Gilmer, Preston and Upshur the Bixth ; the
counties of Jackson, Roaue, Putnam*, ICana-
wha and Mason the seventh ; the counties of
Greenbrier, Monroe, Fayette, Summers,"Clay,
A icbolas, Pochahontas and^Jraxtou the eighth:
and the counties of Cabell, Wayne, Lincoln,
Boone, Logan, Wyoming,- Mercer, lialeigh
and McDowell the ninth .

15. The Legislature may, after the expira¬
tion of five years from the time this constitu¬
tion goes into operation, re-arrange thfc cir¬
cuit?, bat the number of circuits shall not
then be increased ; and no re-arranjrement
of the circuits shall havo the effect of rbttov-
Voon ^ud"eIf^om office- After the census of
looO, it may increase the number of circuits,
so as not to exceed one circuit for every fifty-
five thousand inhabitants of the State.

Ifl. The Legislature shall provide by law
for holding Circuit Courts where, from any
cause, the Judge shall fail to attend, or, if
in attendance, cannot properly preside.

OENEKAL PROVISIONS,
17. All Judges shall be commissioned t>v

l ie Governor. The Salary of the Judges of
the Court of^ Appeals shall bo twenty two
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and that
of the Judges of the Circuit Couit sliall be
two thousand dollars; and each shall receive
the same allowance for necessary travel as
members of the Legislature. No .Judge,'du¬
ring his term of office, shall practice the pro¬
fession of law, or hold any other office ap¬
pointment, or public trust, under this or anyother government, and the acceptance there¬
of shall vacate his judicial office; nor shall
he, during his continuance therein, be eligi¬
ble to any political office.

IS. Jtrdees may he removed from office by
a concurrent vote of both Houses of the Le«--
isla'ore, where from a2e, disease or'mental
or bodily infirmity, they are iucapable of dis¬
charging the duties of their offices. But
two-thirds of tho members elected to each
House must concur in such vote; and the
cause of removal shall bo entered upon the
journals of each House. The Jud»o against
whom the Legislature may ho about to pro¬ceed, shall reccivo notice thereof; accompa¬
nied with the cause alleged for his removal
at east twenty days before the day on which
either LIouso of the Legislature shall act
thereupon.

10. The voters ef each county shall elect
a Clerk of the Circuit Court, whoso term of
office shall be six years ; his duties and com¬
pensation, and the" mode of remfiviug him
from office, shall bo prescribed by law ; and
when a vacancy shall occur fn the office the
fu °'» ,h? ^rVuit Court *haI1 "ppoiut a

' . " sna" discharge the duties of the
office, until the vacancy shall be filled by clec-

cas<! in respect to which the
Clerk shall |,c so situated as ti make it im¬
proper for him to act, the Court shall appoint
a Substitute.

20. The Clerks of the Circuit Courts, and
'in of the Supreme Court of Appealsshall, under such regulations as may be pro-
scribed ny law, make an annual report to the
Auditor, exhibiting the number of suits com¬
menced, pending and decided in their re¬
spective courts, and the number of days th'e
courts were in session during tbo vear, which
shall bo condensed by said Auditor and made a

part, of his annual report to the Legislature.-1- ^ herever the Legislature is expresslyprohibited, by this Constitution, from doin-
any particular act, and the same shall be done"
in violation of such prohibition,, it shall ho
the duty the courts, upon a proper case pre¬sented before them, to dcclare such act null
and void.

22. The Legislature may establish courts
of limited jurisdiction within any incorpora¬ted town or city, subject to such appeal as
now is, or may hereafter be, prescribed by

COUNTY COUNT53.
There shall be in each eounty of the

e, a County Court, which shall be com¬
posed of a President and two Justices of the
1 eaee, except when, by this Constitution, the
presence.of a greater number is required..It shall hold six sessions during the vear at
times to be prescribed by law ; two of which
snail be limited to matters connected with
the police and fiscal affairs of the county:
the other four shall be held for the trial of
causes, and for the transaction of all other
business within the general jurisdiction of
the court, except an assessment or levy upon
the property of the county. In all cases
where a levy of the county is laid, a majorityof all the Justices elected in the county shall
be necessary to constitute a quorum for the
transaction of that busin ess.

i
24' ,V'e }>res'dent of the Court shall be

elected by the voters of the county, and shall
bold Ins office for the term of four years It
shall be his duty to attend each term of the
said Court, and he shall receive for such ser-
Vice four dollars for every day he presides in
Court, to be paid from tho county treasury,
He shall also perform such other duties, and

j receive such compensation therefor, as may
be prescribed by law, except that he shall
not be authorized to try causes out of Court.
When from any cause lie is unable to nttend
as President of the Court, any Justice may
be added to make the court, who. in conjunc-
tion with the other two, may designate one
of their own number to preside in his ab¬
sence.

25. Each county shall be laid off into dis¬
tricts, not less in number than three, cor
more than ten, as nearly equal,as may be in
territory nnd population. In each di.-trict
there shall bo elected by the voters thereof,
one, and not. more than two, Justices of the
Peace, who shall reside in their respective
districts, and hold their office for the term of
four years. The present sub-divisions of the
courrties by townships shall constitute such
districts until changed by a court constituted
of a majority of the Justices of the county.

26. The Justices of the Peace shall bo
classified by law, for the performance of their
duties in court; they shall receive a compen¬sation of three dollars per day, for.their ser¬
vices in court, to be paid out of the county
treasury, and they may receive fees for other
official duties, to be prescribed by law, and
paid by the parties for whom the service
shall be rendered.

27. The County Court shall have original
jurisdiction in nil actions at law, where the
amount in controversy exceeds twenty dol¬
lars ; and also iu all cases of habeas corpus,

quo warranto, man,la,no,, prohibition, and
certiorari aad in all suits in equity. It shall
have jurisdiction in all matters of probate
tho appointment.and qualification of personal
representatives guardians, committees and
curators and the settlement of their account*
and in all matters relating to apprentices, and
of all criminal cases under the grade of felony
except as hereinbefore provided. But th6
jurisdiction of tne County Court shall be sub¬
ject to such^imitations as may bo prescribed
by law I hey shall tave the custody, throu-h
their clerks, of all wills, deeds and other p~a-
pers presented for probate or record in said
county, which shall bo disposed of or pre¬
served as required by law.

.
l£- S-ha" aIi0 bavo 1,18 superintendent

ana.admimstranon of the internal police and
fiscal affairs of the county, inoludiug the es-
ablishment and regulation of roads, ways,
nd«es, public Iandinus, ferries and mills, with
uthority to lay and disburse tho county iev-

iCf. Irouitletl, That Do license shall be

fh"" n lnfa7 8i'y. town or village, without
the consent of the authorities of tfee same first

obtained. It shall, in all contested
cases, judge of the election, qualification and
returns of its own member*, and of all county
and district officers;-and it shall exercise such
0 her jurisdiction, and perform such other

es, as may be prescribed by law. Noth-

charter f
art'Cl° Sl'a" "Dpair 0r affect tha

on rnu
a"y ,nun'<"P»l corporation.

.J. J he county court shall have jurisdic¬
tion of all appeals from the judgment of tho
justice?-, and their decision, upon such an-
pea shall bo final in all eases, except such as
in volve the tale, right of possession, or bound!
vaHditv or i' ",e 'reedom °f' a Pe-on tho
validity ol a law, or an ordinance of any cor-

T\°T U~ht of'a corporation to levy
1 in aUT/ N°jud«e or justice shall sit

mad" byhini
C°Urt' °f 3 deciai-

.plrrt'nf M6 votcrsof'Ba=I» county shall elect a

shall I
'e C°"n,y °T't' w,los8 term of office

shall be six years, and whose duties, conven¬

ed by' l"w 8 0i',e'U0V"1 Sha" bo 1-^'nb-
r,^,VJ>r0Visi0n nlay be made »nder such
regulations as may be prescribed by law for
the probate of wills, and for the appointment
tfuardi"at,on of riers"»nl- representatives
guardians, committees and curators," durin-
thu recess of the regular sessions of the county

32. A vacancy in the office of the presidentof the court shall be filled until the next reg¬
ular election by the justices, all ofwhom shall
be summoned for that ntirrwi -r» ir

the office ofjustice of the peace ma^be filled"
until the next regular election^ by tlic county

o3. The civil jurisdiction of a justice of
the peace shall extend to actions of LmimsiV
debt, detinue and trovcr.il theamountclaimed'

l M7,° '"t^cst, does not exceed ore
hundred dollars; but where theamount claimed
shall exceed twenty dollars, on tho annH.
cation ot the defendant, either in person or
by counsel, made at any time before trial it
Shall be the duty of the Justice of the 1'eacc

..> transmit the papers in the case to tho Clerk
Ol the County l.ourt, to be therein tried The
jurisdiction of Justices of the l'eate shall ex-
l«nd throughout Their county * tbev slnll Y«

i.>
j! C ,°",I""vers criminal cases as may
ba prescribed bylaw. And Justices ofthe J'eaco

mentS '"t,,orlI,Jr '? ,ake Ulc acknowledg¬
ment of deeds and other writings, administer
oaths and takeandceitify depositions. And th»
Le .Mature may give to Justices such addi-
t onal evil jurisdiction and powers within
their respective counties as may be deemed
expedient, under such regulations and Re¬
strictions as may be prescribed by general law-
xccpt that in suits to recover money or dama¬

ges their jurisdiction and powers shall in no
case exceed one hundred dollars

34. The Legislature shall, upon the annli
cation of any county, re-form, modify or alter
ho county court established by this Const u

ln suc?; C0Unty. in lien thereof, with
the assent of a majority of the voters of said
county, voting at any election held for that
purpose, create another court, or other tri-
bunals, as well for judicial as for police and
fiscal purposes, either separate or combined
which shall conform to the wishes of the
county making the application, but with the

P°wers n"d jurisdiction herein conferred
upon the county court, and with compensation
to he made from the county treasury. If two
or more adjoining counties shall prefer to unite

Conrt° in tT'"" °f'" J"d"e tn bo!d " County
with Vl respective counties, theyshalf,
Tach nf"5T " majority of the voters of
each of said counties, bo authorized for all
he purposes of judicial organization/to do so

in the manner and upon the terms above set

hall "in r M'That the C"Urls - created
shall, ,n their provisions, be made to conform

this CoStion.'StatC> " Pr6SCribed iD

ernment of.the United Slates and a pan of
ho people thereof, .. either side, shall be
liajle in any proceeding, civil or criminal -

nor shall his property be seized or sold under

wlP,l°CeSS'Is"ued uPon judgments or decrees
heretofore rendered, or otherwise, became of
any act done according to the usages of civil-
ized warfare, in the prosecution of said war

by either of the parties thereto.
The Legislature shall provide bv general

jaw for giving full force and effect to this sec-
Hon, b}r due process of law.

tJ?' Sucb J!aris o{ the common law, and of
the laws of this State as are in force when this
Constitution goes into operation, and are not

:r"rnr «
'° Sf'a11 be' and continue the

aw of .he State until altered or repealed bv
the Legislature. All civil and criminal suit's
and proceedings pending in the former Circuit
Courts of this State shall remain and be pro¬
ceeded in before the Circuit Coutt of the
proper county.

AlvTl.Ul.J-J t A.
COUNTY ORGANIZATION.

1. The voters of each county shall elect a

Surveyor of land?, a Prosecuting Attorney, a

Sheriff, anil one, and not more than two As¬
sessors, who shall hold their respective offices
for the term of four years.

2. There shall also be elected in each dis¬
trict of the county, by the voters thereof, one
Constable, and if the population of any dis--
triot shall esceed twelve hundred, an addi¬
tional Constable, whose term of office shall be
four years, and whose powers as such shall
extend throughout their county. The Asses¬
sor shall, with the advice and consent of the
County Court, have the power to appoint one
or more assistants. Coroners, Overseers of

the Poor, and Surveyors of roads, shall be ap¬pointed bythe County Court. The foregoingofficers, except the Prosecuting Attorneys,
shall reside in the_ county and district-for
which they shall bo'respqctively electad.

3. The same person shall not be elected
Sheriff for two consecutive full terms; nor
shall any person, who acted as his deputy, be
elected successor to such Sheriff, nor shall
any Sheriff act fts deputy of his successor;
nor shall he during his term of service, or
within one year thereafter, be eligible to any
other office. The retiring Sheriff shall finish
all business remaining in his hands, at the
expiration of his ttrm ; for which purpose his
commission and official bond shall remain in
force. The duties of the office of Sheriff shall
be performed by him, in person, or under his
superintendence.

4. The Presidents of the County Courts
the Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, Prosecut-
ine Attorneys, Clerks of the Circfiit, and of
the County Courts, and all other countyofficers, shall bo subject to indictment for
malfeasance, misfeasance, or neglect of official
duty, and upon conviction thereof, their offices
shall Kecome vacant.

5. The Legislature shall proVide for com¬
missioning such of the officers herein men¬
tioned, as it may deem proper, not providedfor in this Constitution, and may require anyclass of them to give bond with security, for
the faithful discharge of the duties of their
respective offices.

G. It shall further provide for the compen¬sation, the duties and responsibilities of such
officers, and may provide for the appointmentof their deputies and assistants by generallaws.

7. The President of the County Court, and
every Justice and Constable shall be a con¬
servator of the peace throughout his county.8. No new county shall hereafter be formed
in this State, with an area of less than four
hundred square miles; nor with a population.of less than six thousand; norshall any county,from which a new county or part thereof shallbe taken, be reduced, in area, below four
hundred share miles, nor in population, below
six thousand. Nor shall any new county be
formed without the consent of a majority of
the voters residing within the boundaries of
the proposed new couuty, and voting on the
question.

ARTICLE X.
TAXATION AND FINANCE.

1. Taxation shall be equal and uniform
throughout the State, and all property, both
real and personal, shall be taxed in proportionto its value, to be ascertained as directed bylaw. No ono species of properly, from whioh
a tax may be collected, shall be taxed higherthan any other species of property of equalvalue; but property used for educational,literary, scientific, religious or charitable pur¬
poses ; all cemetcries and publie property,
may, by law, bo exempted from taxation.-r-
The Legislature shall have power to tax, byuniform and equal laws, all privileges and
franchises of persons and corporations.2. The Legislature shall levy au annual
capitation tax of ono dollar upon each male
inhabitant of the State who has attuned tho
oge of twenty-oue years, which shall bo an¬
nually appropriated to the support of Freo
Schools. Persons alllicted with bodily in¬
firmity may be exempted from this tax.

3. No money shall be drawn from the
Treasury hut in pursuance of an appropria*tion made by law, and on a warrant issued
thereon by tho Auditor ; nor shall any money,
or fund, lie tiken for any other purpose than
that for which it has beeu, or "may bo, appro¬priated or provided. A complete and detailed
statement of the receipts and expenditures of
the public moneys,shall be published annually.4. Nodebtshall he contracted by this State,
except to meet casual deficits in the revenue,to redeem a previous liability of the State, to
suppress insurrection, repel invasion, or de¬
fend tho State in time of war; but tho pay¬ment of any liability, other than that for the
ordinary expenses of the State, shall bo equallydistributed over a period of at least twenty
years.

5. The power of taxation of the Legisla¬ture shall extend to provisions lor the pay¬ment of the State debt, and interest thereon,the support of Free Schools and the paymentof the annual estimated expenses of the State;but whenever any deficiency in the revenue
shall exist in any year, it shall, at the regularsession thereof held next after the deficiency
occurs, levy a tax for the ensuing year, suf¬
ficient, with the other sources of income, to
meet such deficiency, as well as the estimated
expenses of such year.

G. The credit of the State shall not. bo
granted to, or in aid of any county, city, town¬
ship, corporation, or person ; nor shall the
State ever assume or become responsible for
the debts or liabilities of any county, city,town, township, corporation or person ; nor
shall the State ever hereafter become a joint
owner or stockholder in any company or as¬
sociation, in this State or elsewhere, formed
for anv purpose whatever.

7. County authorities shall never assess
taxes, in any one year, the aggregate of which
shall exceed nine-five cents per one hundred
dollars valuation, except for the support of
Free Schools ; payment of indebtednes exist¬
ing at the time of the adoption of this Con¬
stitution ; and for the payment of any indebt
edness with the interest thereon, created under
the succeeding section, unless such assess¬
ment, with-all questions involving the incjpaseof such aggregate, shall have been submitted
to the vote of the people of the county, and
have received three-fifths of all the votps cast
for and against it.

8. No county, city. School district,, or mu¬
nicipal corporation, except in cases where such
corporations have already authorized their
bonds to be issued, shall hereafter be allowed
to become indebted, in any manner, or for any
purpose, to an amount, including existing in¬
debtedness, in the aggregate, exceeding five
per centum on the value of the taxable prop¬erty therein, to be ascertained by the last as¬
sessment for State and county t'ixes. previousto the incurring of such indebtedness, norwithout, at the same time, jroviding for thecollection of a direct annual tax sufficient to
pay annually the interest on such debt andthe principal thereof, within and not exceed-ingthirty-fouryears. Provided, That no debtshall be contracted under this section, unless
all questions connected with the same shall
have been first submitted to a vote of the peo¬ple and have received three-fifths of all the
votes cast for and agaihstTthe same.

9. The Legislature may'by law authorize
the corporate authorities of cities, towns and
villages for corporatb purposes to assess and
collect taxes; but such taxes shall be uniform

with respect to persons and property within

samJU t,0n °f fcho acithoi-ity imposing the

ARTICLE XI.
CORPORATIONS.

1. The Legislature shall provide for the
organization of all corporationj hereafter to
be created, by general laws, uniform as to the

tJjT.h ,r UCh th,^,r«late i but no corpora-
nou shall be created by special law: /W-
lTn nothing In this section contained

shall prevent the Legislature from providingby special laws for the connection by capal of
the waters of the Chesapeake with The O^o
river by of the James river, Green¬brier, New nver and TJreat Kanawh*.

Z. Ihe stockholders of all corporations and
joint stock companies, except banks and bank¬
ing institutions, created by tho laws of >>.>.
State, shall he liable lor the indebtedness of
such corporations to the amount of their stock
subscribed and unpaid, and no more.

A. All existing chatters or grants of spe¬
cial or exclusive privileges under which or¬
ganization shall not have takon place, or
which shall not have been in operation with-

Hk-pT frears r°n Vho ti,ue ,hl'» institution
takes effoct, shall thereafter have no validity
or effect whatever : Provider,r, That nothingherein shall prevent tho execution of anybona fide contract, heretofore lawfully made

thi^Sta.. t0 a"y 6XiStiDg Charter or erant ^

.
4 ,T'>o Legislature shall provide by law

that m all elections for directors or managers
of incorporated companies, every stockholder
Shalt have the right to vote, in person or by
proxy for the number of shares of stock
owned by him, for as many persons as there
are directors or managers to be elected, or to
cumulate said shares, and give one candidate
as many votes as the number or directors
'took I8*1!!1*7 "'J5 nu,,,bcr of '"a shares of

j stock, shall equa, or to distribute thorn, on

JVT US ",nnJ ca'>didates
as ho shall think fit ; and sucU directors or
mauagers shall not be elected iu any othor
manner.

J

5. No law shall be passed by tho Legisla¬
ture granting the right to construct and op¬
erate a street railroad within any city town
or incorporated village, without requiringThe
consent of the local authorities having tho
control of the street or highway proposed to
be occupied by such street railroad.

. BANKS.
C The Legislature may provide, by a gen-

oral banking aw, for the creation and orgnn-
rJ's? t) M r'SSU0 °r cirou'ntion : but

thnr!»pH 1 fCFS ° ""7 bank ^oaftoj au¬
thorized by laws of this State, whether of is¬
sue, deposit or discount, shall be personallyable to the creditors thereof, over and above
he amount ol stock hold by them respective¬ly, to an amount equal to their respectiveMd' fo'"» it" liabilities accruingwhile they are such stockholders.

KAir.ROADS.
7. Every railroad corporation, organized or

doing business in this State, shall annually,by their proper officers, make a report, unde^
oath to the Auditor of Publio Accounts of
tins Stute or some other officer to be desig¬
nated by law, setting forth .he condition of
their affairs, the operations of the year, and
such other matters relating to their respec¬
tive railroads as may be prescribed by law..
Ihe Legislature shall pas., laws enforcing, by
tion

feualtic3' tho provisions of this see-

nrn

' V'V?"'"? 8,0ct and n!1 movable
property belonging to any railroad company
or corporation in this State, shall be contid-
ered personal property, and shall be liable to
execution and sale, iu tho same manner as
the personal property of individuals, and tho
Legislature shall pass no law exempting anysuch property from execution and sale.

. iiailroads heretofore constructed, or that
may hereafter be constructed in this State
are hereby declared public highways, and
shall be free to all persons for the transporta-
on of their persons and property thireon,

under such regulations as shall be prescribed
by law; and the Legislature shall, from tirno
to time, pass laws applicable to all railroad
corporations in the State, establishing reason-
able maximum rates of charges for tho trans¬
portation of passengers and freights, and pro¬viding for the correction of abuses, tho pre-
jr 'Z 0f

, ""J"?' discrimination between
through and local or way freight and pai-
senger tariffs and for the protection of the
just righu of tho public, and shall enforce

in
y penalties.

10. The Legislature shall, in the law re~-
ulafng railway companies, require railroads
running through, or witbin a half .,ile 0f a
town or village containing three hundred or
more inhabitants, to establish stations for the
accOmpiodation of tho trade and travel of said
town or village.

datl'i't,*? rt!Ir0ad corporation shall consoli-
other«.! r pr°perty 0r ^rat'cbise, will, any
line or* Tf °T"P a Parallel or competing
such nl llT possession or control of
such parallel or competing line by lease or

Legislature?0'' °" th° Permis8ion

r-Jht "£rci*0 of «>. Power and the
right of eminent domain shall never be so
construed, or abridged, as to prevent the
1mlT' { legislature, of the property
readwr" .'.C% "'C°rp°ra^d companies, al-

nublfc u ,'r ' SDbje«ti"S them to the
public use, the same as of individuals.

ARTICLE XII.
EDUCATION.

1. The Legislature shall provide, by gen¬eral law"; for a thorough and efficient systemof free schools.
2. The State Superintendent of Free

Schools shall have a general supervision of
free school*, and perform sdeh other duties
in relation thereto as uiay be prescribed by law.
If in theyerfiirmanceof any such duty imposed
upon him by the Legislature, he shall incur

any expenses, he shall bo reimbursed there¬
for : Provided, The amount does not exceed
five hundred dollars in any one year.

3. The Legislature may provide for County
Superintendents, and such other officers as

may be necessary to carry out the objects of
this article, aud define their duties, powers
and compensation.

.1. The existing permanent and invested
School Fund, and all money accruing to this
State from forfeited, delinquent, waste and-
unappropriated lands, and from lands hereto*
fore sold for taxes and purchased by the State
of Virginia; if hereafter redeemed, orMtd tb '

others than this State; all grants, devises er
bequests that may be made to (hi« State for
the purpose of education, or where tbepur^ofe
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ofsuch grants,devises or bequests are not speci¬fied ; tliis State's just share <1 the literary land
of Virginia, whother paid over or otherwise
liquidated, and any sums of money, stocks, or

property, which this State shall hare the
right to claim from the Slate of Vir^iuia f0'r
educational purposes; the proceeds of the
estates of pprsbus who may die without leav¬
ing a will of heir, and of all cschen\ed lands;
the proceeds of any taxes that may be levied
on tho revenues of any corporation; all
moneys that may be'ptiid as an equivaleut for
exemption from military duty, and .suoh sums
as may, from time to time, be appropriatedby the Legislature for the purpose, shall be
set apart as a separate fdn'd. to be called the
"School Fund," and invested under such reg¬ulations as may be prcsoribcl by law in the
interest bearingsecuritiea of the ("nitcd States,
or of this State, or It suoh interest bearingsecurities cannot be obtained, then said School
Fund shall be invested in such other «plveni
interest bearing securities as shall bo approvedby the Utrremo^, Superintendent of Free
Schools, Auditor and Treasurer, who are
hereby constituted tho"Board oT ilie School
Fund," to manage the same under .such reg¬ulations as'may be prescribed by law; and
the interest thereof shall be annually applied
to the suppott of free sohools tr.roughout tho
State, and to no other purpos. whatever..

any portion of said inte^st remaininguuexpendid at thooloso ofSa fiscal year shall
be added to, and remain a part oi t! o capitalof the School Fund: That all
taxes Which shall bo received' by tho State
upon delinquout lands, exocpt the taxes due
to the State thereon, shall bo rofundet^ to tho
county or district by or "for which the sarno
were levied.

5- Tho Legislature shall provide for the
support of Freo Schools by appropriatingthereto the interest of tho invastod "School
bund," tho not proceeds of all forfeitures
and fines accruing to this "State under thi
laws thereof, tho State capitation tax,
by. general taxation on persons and proporty,
or othcrwiso. It shall also provide for rais»
ing, in each county or district, by the authori¬
ty of tho people thereof suoh a propo/tioD of
tho amount required for tho support of Freo
Schools therein as shall bo prescribed by gen¬eral laws. . ¦ t.

G. Tho school districts into which any
county is now divided shall oootiuue until
cbiyiged in pursuanco of law. « »«®ti

7. All luviesthat may be laid by any county
or district for tho purpose of Free Schools
shall bo reported to th<} Clerk of the CountyCourt, and shall, under stieh regulations as

mny bo prescribed by law, bo collected by tli«
Sheriff or other collector, who shall make an¬
nual settlement with the Couuty Court; whio^settlements shnll be made a matter of record
by tho Clork thereof, in a book to be kept for
that purpose

8. White and colored persons shall n'ol bo
taught in tho same school.

I). No person connected with tho Fred
School System of tho State, or with any odd-
en tinny! institution of any name orgrado under
Stato control, shall ho interested in the sale^
proceeds or profits of tiny book or other thing
used, or to bo used therein, under qtyoh
penalties as may bo prescribed by law; PriH
vitled, That nothing herein shall bo construed
to apply to any work written or thing invent¬
ed by such person.

10. No independent freo school distriol or
organization shall hereafter bo oreated, exceptwith the consent of the school district or dis¬
tricts, out of which the samo is to bo created,,
expressed by n majority of tho voters voting
on tho question.

II. No appropriation shall liorenfter iie
made to any St-ite Normal School or branch
thereof, except to thoso "already established',
and in operation, or now chartered.

12. Tho Legislature shall footer and en¬
courage moral, intellectual, scientific and agri¬
cultural improvement; it shall, whenever ifc
may be praclicable, make suitable provision
for tho blind, mute and insane, and for tho
organization of such institutions of learning
as the best interests of general education 1H
tho Stato may demand.

ARTICLE XIII.
LAND TITLKH.

1. All private right* and interest* in lands
in this SUte derived from or under the l»*i
of the Stato of Virginia, and from or under
the Constitution and luws of this State prior
to the time this Constitution goes into opera¬tion, shall remain valid and secure; and shall
be determined by the laws in force in Virt
ginia, prior to the formation of this State, and
by the Constitution and laws in force in thiA
State, prior to the time this Constitution goesinto cffect.

2. No entry by warrant on land ih this
State sliaH hereafter be made.

3. All title to lands in this State, hereto*
fore, forfeited, or treated a* forfeited, waste
and unappropriated, or escheated to the Kti»te
of Virginia, or this State, or purchased by
either of said States at sales made for the non¬
payment ot taxes and become irredeemable*
or hereafter forfeited or treated as forfeited;
or escheated to this State, or purchased by it
and become irredeemable, not redeemed, re;
leased or otherwise disposed of, vested and
remaining in this State, shall be. and ia hereby
transferred to and vested iu'aoy person (other
than those for whose default the same may
have been forfeited or returned delinqndut,
their heirs or devisees), for ao much thereof
as such person has or shalt hare had actual
coritinbons possession of, uodercolo'or claim
of title for ten years, and wJio, or those under
whom he claims, shall; havepaid the State
taxes thereon, for any five yearp tforing such
possession ; or ifthere be no such person, tbeii
to any person (other than thbsfi for whine
default the same may haro been forfeited or
returned delinquent, tbeir heir* or devisees;)
for ao much t>< said land as such per.-.as shalt
have title, or claim toingajtrly'')".':' i-d, nle-
diately or immediately frajv, "r under a irrant
from the Commonwealth;of. Virginia, or this
State, pot forfeited, whiijh but for the titlo
forfeited would be v»Im|j and who, or those
under whom/he claims; h'av*
paid all State taxes charged or chargeablethereon, for five racces«iy«^<jm3cfter the year1S65. or from the d#te of the. grant, if it shall
have issued tince that.year; or it there be no
such persons as-aforesaid; th . to -.y person,
(other than those for wr. .: default the same
may have beea-<fuitite delin¬
quent, their h<;irHbr.'drv so roach of
pajd laod~aa tepefy pewot) havri had claim
to a«»d actujil .eontiiiijpas yo*t -- on of, under
oolorofHtK'for »oy fi» j. irs after
the yearl^»$"jamt'ha*f all State taU(
charjjpd or chiir^caLie tl.. I. f'.r said period.
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